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Village-News 
March MMXI 

Childswickham, Aston Somerville, Snowshill, Buckland with 

Laverton and Stanton  

 Send emails to                 villagenewsem@gmail.com  
Or if you prefer snail mail   

                      Village News, c/o  8, The Squires, Childswickham , WR12 7QQ  

http://www.village-news.org.uk 

A Year  of  Your  Magazine     

 There has been 9  issues from  Feb 2010  with doubles  in March April, Aug-September and Dec-Jan 

The magazine was successfully put on the internet attracting over 1000 hits per issue. This encourages adver-

tisers and has meant that the magazine has been self financing. Current circulation 720.  

The magazine is seen internationally France, Canada and  New Zealand. 

Printing  and collating has been organised   by Bear Print Ltd at the Avon Centre.  

Records are kept and can be viewed at any time.  

Money at  31st Jan 2010  from church account  1352.54 

Income from advertisements     2057.00 

Total income        3409.54 

Year running costs ( printing, postage, internet)            1785.48 

Bank  surplus         1624.06  

This bank surplus is needed to if necessary pay off advertisers should  the magazine fold for any reason. Also 

advertisers are continually changing . Income is not guaranteed.  With a potential 10 issues in 2011  and rising 

costs a projected cost for the magazine  for 2011 will be nearer £2000.  Eric Watts  

Streetwise is Coming 
Our Holiday Club for children aged 4 - 11 years 

Monday 11th - Wednesday 13th April  

9.30 a.m. - 12 noon 

In  Childswickham Church 

Led by Steve Hutchinson of Scripture Union 

Parents & Tots - Monday 11th April, 1.30 p.m. - 3.00 p.m. 

and 

Streetwise All Together Morning Service, 

 Sunday 17th April, 10.00 a.m. 
Further details: Margaret Flanagan -Tel: 01386 854856 

We really need more help in Aston Somerville -  
 please see page   8 é.. ps they are not numbered  

but sure you can count  
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OPEN SUNDAYS  
The House of the Open Door  
Every second Sunday of the month  
To book for lunch  
Next Open Sunday  
  March 13th  
(two course meal at 1pm, £10 per 
person)    please contact Klara or 
Maria on 852084. 
Also come and enjoy an afternoon 
cream tea and chat (2.30 ï 5pm) 

Table of Services ð March  2011 
Key BCP: Book of Common Prayer CW: Common Worship 
Wednesday 2nd  
Childswickham       10.00 am  Holy Communion ( said) BCP  
Sunday  6th         Sunday next before Lent  
Childswickham  9.30 am Parish Worship CW 
Aston Somerville  9.30 am Parish Communion CW 
Buckland   9.30 am Parish Worship 
Stanton   11.15 am Matins BCP  
Wednesday  9th  Ash Wednesday 
Childswickham  10.00 am Holy Communion  
     & Imposition of Ashes  
Sunday 13th   First Sunday of Lent  
Aston Somerville  8.00 am Holy Communion BCP 
Childswickham  9.30 am  Parish Communion CW 
Snowshill  11.15 am Holy Communion  
                                     with  choir of St Peterôs Winchcombe  
Buckland    6.00 Evensong BCP    
Sunday 20th   Second Sunday of  Lent   
Childswickham 10.00 am Family Worship  
Stanton   11.15 am Holy Communion BCP 
Buckland   9.30 am Holy Communion   
                                                    with healing Ministry  BCP  
Sunday 27th  Third Sunday of Lent  
Aston Somerville 6.00 pm Evensong 
Childswickham 9.30 am Parish Communion   CW 
Stanton  11.15 am  Holy Communion    BCP 

March  
Week 
end  

Cleaning Flowers Coffee 

6th Mrs Hackett & 
Mrs Kirk  

  

13th Mrs Hackett &  
Mrs Kirk  

Lent  
No  
Flowers  

20th  
 
27th 

Mrs B Chapman &  
Mrs B Martin  

 

Mrs Barnett  

St Mary The Virgin Childswickham    

Lent Prayers 

There will be Lent Morning Prayer ( CW)   on   

successive Wednesdays  at Childswickham  

16th , 23rd  and 30th    at   10.00 am  

BIBLE STUDY GROUP  

 

Everyone is welcome to come and 

join the Bible Study Group which 

meets at 3pm on Thursday after-

noons at The House of the Open 

Door and other venues. Please 

contact Sue Macgregor for more 

details on 859125 

Prayer for March  
 

Dear Father in heaven 

It is the season of Lent again. 

Perhaps I could use these few weeks to  

reflect upon my life. 

There are some things about myself that I know are not good. 

Father I cannot change myself. 

You are the only one who can help me. 

So this Lent I will turn to you. 

In Jesusô name  

Amen.  

Reminder for The Childrenôs Society  

 

Please could everyone who gives so kindly to the Childrenôs 

Society please have their boxes ready for Friday 1st April and I 

will come and collect them 

Thank you very much 

      Sue Macgregor 
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A letter from Rev John Newcombe 

   
 For the Church this year March is a month of waiting. Near the beginning on Ash Wednesday we begin the season 
we call lent. March asks all Christian people to remain faithful to their Lenten pilgrimage and to wait with expectation for 
the celebration of the glories of Easter.   
The ordinary times of getting on with the job in hand and looking forward to the next special event take up most of  life. 
We have birthdays, anniversaries and holidays to celebrate, but most of the time we must be about our normal duties and 
are expected to be faithful in carrying out the not very exciting, sometimes boring and irksome tasks of ordinary life.  
That is what life is like; the spiritual dimension of life as much as any other and we should not want it any other way. . 
Special events are high spots because they are specialï a change from the ordinary. Life cannot be creatively lived if we 
are constantly expecting a break from the routine and from the discipline of daily living. In the words of a hymn, it is in the 
ñtrivial round, the common taskò that we learn and put into practice the important lessons of life, show true character and 
discover ñ a road to bring us daily nearer Godò  
If I had to choose between a friend who held henerous and exciting parties and one who was ever constant and reliable, 
even a little dull, I would choose the latter. Although it would be good to have a party occasionally. Christ is the friend who 
is both constant and faithful and who also calls us to celebration; and he would have us be the same.  
The weeks of Lent with their call to take a firmer grasp of the basic discipline of Christian living, invite us to welcome the 
ordinariness of life as the raw material for growth in discipleship. As another hymn teaches us such ordinariness can be 
the basis fro true praise: 
Praise in the common things of life, itôs goings out and in; 
Praise in each duty and each deed, however small and mean.  
Surely praise given in this ordinariness, even drudgery of life makes even more splendid and genuine the praise of lifôs 
festivities. 
The wedding anniversary of a couple who have found joy in sharing the chores throughout the year will be deeper in cele-
bration than that of a couple who have not helped each other very much. So too the joy of Easter will be far more pro-
found for t hose who have kept working at the service and praise of God, in the ñtrivial round and common taskò of the 
discipline and waiting of the Lenten pilgrimage. 
In the ordinariness of life may we find much  by which we can be a blessing to others and give praise to God.  
             John  

From the Registry 

Funerals  

Childswickham  17th Jan  Barbara Workman 

    25th Jan  Vincent Tustin 

Stanton   8th Feb  Olive Britton  

The Annual Parochial  Church Council Meeting  

This will be held on Monday 7th March at 7.30 pm  

at the Memorial Hall ( upstairs room ) . 

 All parishioners welcome .  

FULLY QUALIFIED DRESSMAKER  

Dressmaking, curtains, alterations and repairs 

Anything considered from making curtains and women's wear (including dresses, skirts, trou-

sers and jackets) to simple repairs and alterations. 

For price and other details,  

please phone Marie , on mobile no:  

07874 333 147    Childswickham  
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DIARY         ñFOREò  THOUGHT 

 

 

 

 

 

The next golf day will be May 15th .  Watch this space . The Golf Day provides a platform on 

which we springboard  the expenses for the village fete which in turn helps to provide 

 essential funding for the church, which in turn is in deficit. The Golf day helps all round.   

From the fete money is also  given to other projects in the village.  

 

There was a vicar who decided he didn't want to do the services that particular Sunday as it 

was too beautiful a  day. He snuck off with his golf clubs. Just as he was approaching  the first 

tee an angel spoke to God ñ Hey God have you seen this?ò. God just smiled.  The vicar  teeôd 

off and the ball flew through the air as straight as a die straight into the hole. ñWowò  said the 

vicar, and marched off to the next tee.  Once again the vicar drove straight and true, even a tree 

on that dog leg helped the ball turn and head straight for the hole. . The vicar by now was in-

spired and pressed on . Every hole was the same . A hole in 1.  The angel said ñ God, that  

wasnôt  punishing him for missing the services giving him all those holes in 1ò  God just 

smiled and said,  ñ Who can he tell!ò  

Digital Camera..... Its all so easy now.... or is it?  

 

 Ok so you have a digital camera.  David Bailey stand aside! We can do it all ourselves!  But it 

takes a true professional to get that image just right.  I, now and again, come across real talent.  

Mike at iduzphotography  is such a guy.   Let me encourage you to have a look at his web site.  

http://www.iduzphotography.co.uk .   From inspired  personal wedding photographs to res-

toration , you wont be disappointed.   Editor  

Childswickham Parish Council 
 

Bunches & Badsey Brook Flood Alleviation Scheme 

                                                  The latest update is available on the parish notice boards.  

.  

1.    Vladimir and Olga are Soviet names.  

2.    Have you ever heard an animal talk in dialect?  

3.    The children put on galoshes to go out in the rain.  

4.    Extra tuition will help an amateur to improve his painting.  

5.    In the United Nations we denounce the wholesale ban on atomic weapons  

6.    Rash decisions may lead to trouble so thorough analysis is required.  

7.    The king and queen eat breakfast and lunch in a fine palace.  

8.    Such a display could be either really grand or rather disappointing.  

9.    Give the dog a bone and give him a little water.  

10.   If an iron pipe rusts you just have to shrug and accept it.  
 

Can you spot  the twenty 

countries  hidden in the 

sentences on the left ?  
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Memorial Hall  Lettings: Anne Wood 854955 

General Fitness Tuesday weekly Pilates  8.00- - 9.00 pm      Jilly Bromage    442706 

Yoga    Mondays    11.00-12.30 pm     Carley Wickens   01386 712640 

Quilting  Wednesday weekly TT  10 -12.30pm        Georgina Oldham   01242 820423  

Evergreens  2
nd

 & 4
th
 Wednesday  2.00 ï 4.00 pm      Mary Hawkins    858837  

WI   Ist Wednesday   7.00 ï 10.00 pm     

   Last Wed. Committee  7.00 ï 8.00pm 

Parish Council Last Thursday   7.15 pm                  Jacqueline Shields   01684 773236

  

TT = Term Time  EC = Evesham College 

Charges per Hour:  Villagers    Outsiders  

Main Hall   £5.50    £10.50  

Childswickham WI.  
The Childswickham WI met for their February meeting, the first of the year. We were joined to enjoy 
"Brother Oswald" talk on Evesham Abbey, by some visitors; they were Lynn Covell from Minsterworth, Sue 
Mcgregor and Susan Palmer from House of the open door and members from Willersey WI, Aston Somerville 
WI and Wickhamford WI. It was lovely to see the village hall so packed. It was a good chance to catch up 
with old friends and also meet new faces. "Brother Oswald" told the group about the wonderful history of 
Evesham Abbey and went into the life of a monk living there. Can you believe that the Evesham monks went 
to bed at 7pm (8pm in the summer!) and woke up at midnight to start their day of prayer and work? Did you 
also know that Evesham is named after a pig herder? Brother Oswald certainty made history come alive that 
evening  for us. 
 
The new year lunch at Evesham golf course was excellent and worthy of a recommendation for good food 
and service. We would defiantly to go back there again in the future. Our next meeting is on 2nd March and 
the speaker is Mrs Zosia Begius. Her talk is titled "Growing up in a Polish displaced person camp at North-
wick Park". Visitors are very welcome. 
       Angie Hall 

Coffee morning  
The Womens Group 

Saturday 12th March 2011.   
 Childswickham  Village  Hall 10.30-11.30 am  
Proceeds are going to the Noah Ark's trust,  

please support us in this worthy cause.  

Childswickham Evergreens 

 

 The Evergreens are planning an outing to The American Museum & the 

city of Bath on Wednesday 16th March. All-in cost will be £20 per person. 

Further details please contact Peggy Maudsleyð852316 

 

  Notice in Irish Town Hall  
Owing to the extreme water shortage the  town pool will be closing lanes 7 & 8  

 And we all know that Cheltenham becomes the capital of Ireland  for a few days in March., 

something about a race .... I once bought a horse  it went out at 25 to 1  , unfortunately  all the  

other horses went out at 12.15.  
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Buckland with Laverton 
Wk ending  March   St Michaelôs  Cleaning Rota         Flower Rota  

6th Pat & John Smith  D Sandalls  

13th Doreen Sandalls & Joyce Finney No Flowers in Lent   

20th Jinny Milton & Sarah Noble 

27th  Jenny McCanlis 

ST MICHAELôS CHURCH, BUCKLAND 

'Celebration of Parish Family Life'  
  

St Michaelôs Church, Buckland has been central to the life of people in the Parish of Buckland with Laverton for many 

hundreds of years, whether through marriages, christenings, burials, attendance at Laverton School, Church outings, 

Sunday School, fetes, choir membership or as members of the congregation.  

 To underline and celebrate the importance of St Michaelôs in the life of families within the parish, it is intended to hold 

a week-long 'Celebration of Parish Family Life' in the church with photographs, historical references, documents and 

other items to show how families have been involved with St Michaelôs and with the parish of Buckland and Laverton. 

 Regardless of where you now live  

 You are invited to take part and present a display to show your family's past or present association and involvement 

with St Michaelôs, Buckland  . 

 The 'Celebration of Parish Family Life' will start on Monday 7th March 2011 and end with a Family Evensong on Sun-

day 13th March at 6.00pm.  

The service will be followed by drinks, refreshments and a chance to mix and to meet old friends, schoolmates and oth-

ers. 

 If you wish to present a display for your family contact David Eyres, Churchwarden at 01386 584 220 or by email at 

davidaeyres@aol.com  

 NOTE ï Please let David know as soon possible. There have already been expressions of interest and we wish to set 

aside a place for every family. 

 Parish Worship  

 Held on the First Sunday in the month at 9.30am, the short service of Parish Worship lasts for approximately 

half an hour. Please join us and, after the Service, why not stay to meet with friends over coffee and biscuits. 

 Forthcoming Events 

 Celebration of Parish Family Life - 7th - 13th March.  See below  

Family Evensong 6.00pm 13th March 

 Even at this early stage there have been expressions of interest and commitments to participate in this week 

long celebration with displays, in the Church, of family memorabilia relating to the life in the parish. If you 

wish your family to be represented please contact David Eyres on 10386584220 or by email at davi-

daeyres@aol.com. 

St Michaelôs  PCC AGM  

The AGM  of the PCC  will be held in the church at 7.30 pm on Tuesday  22nd March . 

All parishioners welcome.  
 

 Farm Service  

 This will be held in April and the date will be confirmed in the next issue 

 

Must be something about a race that is going on  in March ! 

 

The horses round here have so much breeding even the one I bet on turned round to close it after leaving the 

starting gate.  In fact when they wanted to take a photo finish with my horse it was too dark to take the pic-

ture. I can be so pleased my horse  was up there with the winning horse at the start.  
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Wickhamford Gardening Club  
 

The next meeting of the club is scheduled for Wednesday 23rd March 2011 at 7.30pm in the memorial Hall. 

This month it is our Spring Show, and we welcome all members to enter. For copies of the Show schedule, 

please contact Dorothy Turpitt, 01386 830834. 

Aston Somerville Social Club  
Wednesday & Friday 20:30 ð 23:00  

The Club offers a range of alcoholic beverages, including  on draught, Boddingtons, Carling and  

Stowford Press:       Wines, spirits and soft drinks to suit all.  

We have a crib team playing in the Winchcombe league, facilities to play pool and darts and are regular 

participants in the Wychavon Parish Games    Crib, dominos, skittles, pool and darts.  

Come along and see what your local has to offer  

For further information please contact   Val Spragg: 01386 852594  

ASTON SOMERVILLE  

 

BUCKLAND AND LAVERTON  

TALLEST SUNFLOWER COMPETITION  
Proceeds towards this years project  

NEW VILLAGE HALL DOUBLE DOORS 

    Entry £2.00 per person to include seeds and instructions. 

Available from M Walker 01386 584722 or 

P Farrell 01386 584668 

Best of luck to all competitors 

  

ST PATRICKS NIGHT AT LAVERTON VILLAGE HALL  

18th March 7:00 for 7:30 
Come and enjoy an evening with a  real Irish flavour including  

IRISH STEW AND CODDLER, GUINNESS AND IRISH COFFEE 

Tickets £7.00 available from: 
Roland 01386 584 396  

BUCKLAND PARISH COUNCIL NOTES FOR MARCH 2011.  

 

A meeting of the council was held on the 8th February, all councillors and the Parish Clerk were present. 

The planning application for Robin Hill had been re-submitted and granted permission. 

The special Planning Permission provisions for affordable housing was discussed and it was agreed that there 

had been no positive feedback following the notice in the last Village Magazine so the matter was closed to 

further discussion for the time being.  

A new salt bin has been procured and installed at the triangle in Laverton, the Clerk was to contact the County 

Council to have it filled. 

The Local Council elections due to be held in May 2011 were discussed and it was agreed that a notice should 

be circulated in the Village Magazine to further explain the process and the role of Parish Councillors. It was 

agreed that it would be ideal to have at least six or seven people stand for election to the five seats available. 

 

PARISHIONERS ARE INVITED TO CONTACT ANY OF THE EXISTING COUNCILLORS (SEE PAR-

ISH WEB SITE)TO NOTIFY AN INTEREST IN STANDING FOR ELECTION.THE ELECTION TIME-

TABLE WILL BE DISPLAYED ON THE NOTICE BOARDS IN DUE TIME. 
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 ST MARYôS CHURCH 
We were very sorry that the extreme weather conditions prevented us holding  our Carol Service or 
Christmas Morning Holy Communion Service, but hope that as many children as possible will go to 
Childswickham for ñStreetwiseò, 11

th
 - 13

th
 April.  Further details  on front page or phone Margaret 

Flanagan on 01386 854856.  
Evensong will revert to 6.00 pm starting on 27

th
 March.  

KEEP FIT STRETCH AND TONE - ASTON SOMERVILLE VILLAGE HALL  
 

EVERY THURSDAY EVENING             7.45 - 8.45            PAY ON THE NIGHT 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT     ROSEMARY COE     ON 852784 

St Maryôs 

Church  

Cleaning  Flowers 

6
th
 March  Mrs Albutt Mrs Beckley  

13
th
 Mrs Allen No Flowers in Lent   

20
th
 Mrs Cave 

27
th
 Mrs  Albutt 

3rd april  Mrs Allen  

CHURCHYARD MOWING ROTA WILL START AGAIN IN APRIL BUT THE  GRASS  WILL BE CUT 
BEFORE-HAND IF NECESSARY, BY TWO VOLUNTEERS, WHO WILL ALSO DO SOME TIDY-
ING.  
 

ASTON SOMERVILLE VILLAGE HALL 100 CLUB R ESULTS FOR JANUARY  
£25  STAN COPP 
£15  NORMAN BARNETT 
£10  RONALD & MAVIS RITTER  
 

ASTON SOMERVILLE & WORMINGTON WI  
 

Having held two very enjoyable parties in January (the postponed Christmas party and our 
ñbirthdayò supper at the New Inn, Cropthorne), we are now back to normal.  Our March meeting will 
be held in Aston Somerville Village Hall on the 9

th
 at 7.30pm, when Michael Bates will be the 

speaker on the subject of ñCleeve Hill Conservationò.  There will also be a plant sale for WI funds 
and the competition will be for a picture from dried flowers and leaves.  As always, visitors and new 
members are welcome.  Contact Barbara Smith (584371)  Rosemary Gyles  

CASSEROLE SUPPER 
In aid of Church Funds  
Saturday, 26

th
 March 

7.0 for 7.30 pm in the Village Hall 
Tickets £9 (children under 12 : £4.50) 

Please bring your own drinks.  
Please book before 17

th
 March, specifying  

Whether you would like beef or chicken casserole 
Tickets from Jane Allen (858503)                  Or Rosemary Gyles (852881) 

We have had a lot of praise and compliments on the way we look after our Church and Churchyard.   
For a variety of reasons the numbers of those doing the work have fallen over recent months.  
Would anyone interested in helping with the mowing, church flower arranging, or church cleaning, 
please get in touch with Rosemary Gyles (852881).  It would be marvellous to have more volun-
teers for any of these duties, either regularly or as stand -bys.   
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Correspondent:   Chris Kerr  (859373)      Snowshill   chriskerrco@msn.com 
éééééééééééééééééééé 

In olden daysé 

There is an old hotel/pub in Marble Arch, London which used to have a gallows next to it.  Prisoners were taken to the 

gallows to be hung.  The horse-drawn dray carting the prisoner was accompanied by an armed guard who would stop 

the dray outside the pub and ask the prisoner if he would like one last drink.   

If he said Yes it was referred to as ñOne for the roadò.  If he declined the prisoner ñWas on the wagonò. 

ééééééééééééééééééééé 

Congratulations and thanks.. 

Congratulations to Charlie Byrd and Clare Farndon on their engagement. 

ééééééééééééééééééééé 

What's On 

 

St Barnabas ï Winchcombe choir will be joining us for our service on 13th March. 

 

Snowshill Womens Club ï are holding an open meeting on 2nd March in the village hall at 7 for 7.30pm.  The talk will 

be about the Vale Wildlife Hospital.  Everyone is welcome; if you are interested in attending, please contact secretary 

Jean on 859008. 

 

The Womens Club AGM will be on 6th April ï more details next month. 

 

Snowshill Cinema ï Wednesday 9th March at 7 for 7.30pm ï The film has not been selected yet but John will e-mail 

details later.  The following cinema will be on 13th April.  If you would like to come, please contact John on 853020 or e

-mail him at john@hallspiece.freeserve.co.uk 

 

Snowshill Arms ï Sarah and David are holding a Sunday afternoon jazz lunch at 3pm on the 27th March.  Join them for 

Sunday roast and music by Spats Langam Guitar band. 

 

Malcolm´s solid double bass and Dannie´s driving rhythm guitar combine with Tom´s exciting lead guitar to combine to 

recall the style of the 1930ôs óHot club de Franceô, classic jazz tunes plus novelty numbers from the days of Vaude 

Ville.  Why not book a table with Sarah on 852653. 

   (Description copied from Crown & Trumpet website ï hope they donôt mind.) 

 

Snowshill Lavender ï reopens on Mothers Day 

 

Road Closure ï Church Street and Snowshill Road at the bottom of the hill coming out of Broadway will be closed 

from High Street to the Gloucestershire boundary for carriageway patching from 28 February ótil 11 March 

   

SNOWSHILL FETE ï INITIAL REMINDER  

Our fete is on Saturday 16th July so hopefully we are all putting on one side things for the book stall, tombola, white 

elephant stall etc. 

Why not set aside a ñFete recycling boxò next to all the other recycling bins, boxes and bags we all use and collect 

things during the whole year. 

If you havenôt got anything that might be useful, do you know somebody who might have? 

If you canôt get it to me, please let me know when you have stuff for collection and Iôll organize it. 

ONLY 4 MONTHS TO GO !!   John   

 

Planning applications 

Snowshill Hill House ï standard and listed building applications for the erection of a retaining wall and balustrade ï 

applications withdrawn. 

 And even more !      Pinching  a sneaky bit of space Chris ...   Well its an Irish month with that race when Cheltenham be-

comes the capital of Ireland for a few days and all locals stay clear . 

My horse was so slow  the jockey came in wearing pyjamas. It was so slow the post office should have bought him!  He would 

have been placed but he kept looking back for the plough.  How do I pick the winners ?   Its down the pub  

I gather they have  the new Irish dartboard ...... .. Itôs inflatable !  

mailto:chriskerrco@msn.com
mailto:john@hallspiece.freeserve.co.uk
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Sarah CullenDesigns 

Snowshill Broadway WR12 7JY 
* Do you have ideas for your garden, and need help to put them into practice? 

* Would you like a stunning garden and do not know where to start? 

Let me help you solve your garden problems ï - whether a total re-design, planting plan or just assistance with 

that troublesome corner. 

Tel: 01386 852875 

Mob: 07713806971 

Email: sarahsnowshill@hotmail.co.uk 

(HNC Pershore College) 

Frankôs Nature Call 
Frank Williamson was a retired farmer friend of mine in Cheshire and for many years Frank wrote monthly articles for the Mobber-

ley Parish News which I have saved over nearly ten years.  I was an avid fan of Frankôs ñcolumnò and looked forward to his turn of 

phrase and frequent typos (spot the one in the piece below) which gave his musings a special charm.  Frank died three years ago this 

month but before he died he gave me permission to copy or reprint anything I liked from his writings; this is the article that Frank 

put in the March 2007 Mobberley Parish News. 

           Chris 

When Spring arrives, life in the pond changes 
 

ñA bushel of March dust is worth a kings ransomò, a saying I have heard many times, means the cold easterly 

winds we tend to get in march dry out the soil for tillage, are worth that much to the gardener and farmer 

alike.  With the soil warming, plant-life has stirred from its winter recess.  Reproduction time has arrived.  I 

actually saw some lambs about a week old, frolicking and having fun while mum was taking advantage of 

some fresh grass on a farm near Adlington.  They will probably be in the shed at night, but were enjoying the 

first burst of warmth from a late winter sun. 
 

Not only are their many signs of this awakening as nature stirs in the fields, hedgerows and trees.  There is 

considerable movement in and around ponds as well.  The amphibians are on the move. Mr Toad and his 

mates have awoken from hibernation, ñleft the hallò full of zest for new life and their thoughts have turned to 

wooing, and they can make the water boil when they have found the ladies and courting is taking place.  But 

occasionally they are interrupted by a Blackthorn winter.  Their spawn may be frozen, (as the blossom of 

Blackthorn often appears in periods of cold east winds in March, a cold spring was traditionally known as a 

ñBlackthorn winterò) or taken by a heron.  Frogs, on the other hand are not bothered, breeding anytime, any-

where.  Give them a bowl of water and they will breed in it! 

Toads donôt ñjumpò, they go about their affairs by ponderously crawling.  The frog hops sprightly about his 

business and, when in hot pursuit of a lover can hop 24 inches at one leap.  They live in woods and enjoy lush 

pastures not too far from water.  Many have become garden dwellers and as many as a hundred frogs may be 

found occupying the same pond at spawning time.  Made quite at home by the gardener, they eat insects and 

small animals such as slugs and snails. 

Instead of submerging a half can of beer in the garden to attract and drown the slugs, get some frogs and drink 

the beer yourself! 

At this time of year there is a changing world in ponds in the fields and gardens.  Pond life is on the move.  

Water skaters slide rapidly over the surface, its ñfootprintsò casting circular shadows on the bottom.  The wa-

ter spider lives under the water in a diving bell, which it spins and fills with air bubbles.  The water boatman 

speeds over the surface using its wings as a boat and legs as oars.  Water crickets and water measurers are of-

ten on pits and ponds.  These are just a few of the animals we can see in the garden pond. 

The woodland pond is usually too overshadowed to support much plant or animal life.  The bottom is nor-

mally choked with decaying leaves.  Stirring the leaves will release a foul smelling mud and gas that few ani-

mals will survive in due to the lack of oxygen.  Open ponds receiving plenty of sunlight usually contain a rich 

plant and animal life.  An abundance of waterweeds can be seen.  Microscopic organs feed on bacteria algae, 

water fleas and copepods filter algae from the water as do animals that live on the bottom such as freshwater 

sponge and pea mussels.  There is an abundance of beetles and water snails, shrimps and varieties of larvae 

which provide a useful feed for the toad and frog tadpoles. 

When spring is in the air, its love time in the pond. 
         Frank 
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ESSENTIAL LOCAL CONTACTS  
Editor Eric Watts  854661   07766315105   villagenewsem@gmail.com     

Winchcombe Team Ministry  (01242) 602067   

St Peterõs Centre, Gloucester Street, Winchcombe   

GL54 5LU                    office@winchcombeparish.org.uk  
 

Winchcombe Clergy Team based locally 

Revd John Newcombe, Team Vicar 853824 

Revd Canon John Thompstone,  852930 

(Hon Colleague)   

Margaret Flanagan, Lay Reader 854856  

Childswickham   

David Matthews, Churchwarden 852712 

Joan Barnett, Churchwarden 858309 

Marilyn Watts, Correspondent 854661 

 mwatts33@btinternet.com  
Childswickham Hall Letting Anne Wood  854955 

Jacqueline Shields, Parish Clerk 01684 773236  

 childswickhampc@btinternet.com 
 

Snowshill  

Sheila Wilkes, Churchwarden 858367 

Chris Kerr, Correspondent 859373           

 chriskerrco@msn.com 
Snowshill Hall Letting  John Hooper  853020 

Stanton 

Graham Horton, Churchwarden 584212 

Stanton (Burland) Hall Letting         584239  or 584212    

Stanton Guildhouse Letting Susan Mawson  584357 
 

Buckland with Laverton   

Patrick  McCanlis, Chõwarden/Correspondent 584350 

patmac778@hotmail.com  

David Eyres, Churchwarden 584220 

Roland T Sandalls, Parish Events  584396 

 sandiron@btinternet.com  
Laverton Hall Letting  Bob Bradburn, 584280   

Aston Somerville   

Rosemary Gyles, Churchwarden 852881 

Roz Hitchin, Correspondent 852533 

  hitchin_roz@hotmail.com 
A Sõville Hall Letting Rosemary Coe  852784 
 

Diocesan Communications Officer  

Lucy Taylor,  01452 835515  

 lTaylor@glosdioc.org.uk 

CAB  Citizens Advice Bureau   
1.00 pm ï3.00 pm at SignPost in Broadway  Thursday  March  24th  

 Mobile Hair 
and Beauty 

Fully qualified and experienced 
hairdresser and beauty specialist. 
Only professional products used 
Wella LôOreal Jessica etc. 

Sue Williams 01386 832152 
( Call anytime, but best time is 6 pm ) 

Complete Salon-Style Service in 
the comfort of your own home. 

Flexible appointments 
and personal attention. 

 

Broadway Library  Leamington Rd  

Time to Discover  learning, skills & activities.   

Why buy books when you can borrow for free!  The benefits of joining the library are:   

   It is free to join     Free to borrow books    Free internet use     Computer classes and lots more  

       For more information please visit Broadway library or phone 01905 822722 
 Free coffee morning on Monday 14th March  10am  - 12 noon. Readers group  every 2nd Monday  

Adult learning Courses, including  Computing for Beginner, Improvers, Digital Photography, Family 

History.     Bounce  & Rhyme for babies & toddlers every Monday 11 am.        

Mon 9.30ð 7.00 pm   Wednes & Friday  9.30 ñ5.30 pm  , Tues & Thurs closed ,Sat 9.30 ð 5130 pm   

mailto:chriskerrco@msn.com
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Lasting  
Impressions  

Beauty Salon,  
Broadway 

 

¶ Fabulous treatments from highly 

experienced therapists 

¶ Delightful 16th century location 

¶ Outstanding product range from 

Phytomer and Jessica 

¶ First class professional service with a 

smile. 

¶ Loyalty discounts and special offers 

each month 

¶ Comprehensive selection of facial and 

body treatments, massage, electrolysis 

and CACI non surgical facelifts, 

manicures and pedicures 
 

First Floor, Forge House,  

 

34 High Street, Broadway, WR12 

7DT 

 

Tel 01386-859220 

 

www.lastingimpressionsbeauty.co.uk  

 

Barclays Trading Places Awards 

2008 Regional Finalist 

At Merstow Green Funeral Home we are here to provide practical guid-

ance and emotional support when grief and intense feelings of loss can 

make even the simplest of tasks overwhelming. 

Private  
Chapels of Rest  

 

Golden Charter  
Prepaid Funeral 

Plans  

(please contact us if 
you would like to ar-
range a free no obli-
gation home visit to 
discuss a prepaid fu-
neral plan)  
 

Merstow Green  
FUNERAL HOME  

  Local Independent Family Run               

Funeral Directors  

 24 HOUR PERSONAL SERVICE  

Tel. 01386 49903 (24 Hours)  
 

 www.merstowgreen.co.uk  
Email: enquiries@merstowgreen.co.uk  

20 Merstow Green, Evesham, Worcs WR11 4BD  


